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City Council Edges Closer To Skate Park Approval
By wstockwin@hughes.net
Two blacked out meetings in
October left a large agenda and
a long night for the Colfax City
Council at its only November
meeting on the 13th. Mayor
Pro-Tem Mendoza was not
present.
The evening’s biggest crowd
was there for the item proposing a location for a Colfax skate
park. Opponents read the item’s
agenda description – “Approving locating the Colfax Skate
Park adjacent to the Splash
Park” – as a ﬁnal vote on the issue. Lengthy discussion ensued
over missing soil and drainage
engineering data that could
negatively impact choosing the
old pool location.
The item closed after the council agreed to have the resolution re-written to reﬂect that the
ﬁnal decision on the proposed
location will be subject to engineering studies and completing
the standard permit process.
Before addressing the agenda’s
cannabis item, the council
quickly passed permanently
changing the regular meeting
time to 6:00 p.m., and donating $1,000 from the city to the
Colfax Chamber of Commerce
for Winterfest with unanimous
votes.
The cannabis item asked the

The proposed skate park site adjacent to the Splash Park
council to provide direction to
staff regarding expanding the
scope of commercial cannabis
activity in Colfax to allow ‘microbusinesses.’ The state deﬁnes
a microbusiness as providing
at least three of four activities:
retail, cultivation, distribution
and delivery.
No one spoke against the item,
and its several proponents’

main argument in favor was that
a microbusiness reduces costs
for the retailer and the customer.
The council directed staff to
schedule a public workshop on
Wednesday, December 11 at
11:00 a.m. to consider making
potential changes to the existing
Colfax commercial cannabis
ordinance.

City of Colfax Rolls Out Its New Brand
The City of Colfax California
has updated its brand to reﬂect
both its history and growth.
Colfax has the heart of a railroad town, but is also full of
places for outdoor exploration
and living history events, such
as its Annual Railroad Days,
Third of July and Winterfest.

The new brand was established
with the input of City, community and local government
representatives along with public input. Solace Graphics and
Thumbler Agency worked with
committee members to brand
Colfax’s efforts as it grows and
adds new businesses.
continued on page 6
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The Mayor’s Corner
by Joe Fatula

Colfax has had FOUR power outages over a
period of 21 days starting in October 2019. We
were out for 216+ hours and some residents
were out for up to seven days. During the ﬁrst
outage everything was down within about a 20mile radius of Colfax.
Residents and businesses suffered losses in many
areas, and I-80 travelers had no place to go for
services, potentially stranding more people in
Colfax.
The communications infrastructure – phones
and Internet – relied on by all of our emergency
services failed.
The lessons are clear: if power blackouts are
the new normal then PG&E and all of the state,
county and city agencies need to rethink how to
handle these events.
So, what has the City of Colfax done for you?
1. We have declared a State of Emergency,
opening an avenue to funds from the County and
State.
2. We have requested speciﬁc funding for providing generators for the Sierra Vista Community
Center, for the VFW Center, and for City Hall.
This will give us three potential places where
people could recharge devices, get warmed
up, have a cup of coffee, and potentially house
people overnight in cold temperatures.
3. We have met with the County of Placer Board
of Supervisors to highlight the plight that Colfax
has experienced. We speciﬁcally asked that they
harden the communications infrastructure.
4. Mayor Pro Tem Marnie Mendoza and I volunteered to drive my truck (which has a built in
generator) or my RV which also has one to anyone’s home to give them some power to recharge
devices or chill a fridge where they might be storing medications on a 24x7 basis.
5. We had PG&E provide 1,000 box lunches
which were distributed at the Sierra Vista Community Center and various other organizations
and churches in the area. We had some people
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come to the community center in tears (of joy)
that they could get something to eat. A special
note of thanks goes out to all of the volunteers
who helped distribute this food.
6. Council member Sean Lomen provided a
generator for the senior apartments and refueled
it every two hours – 24x7 during the events.
7. Council member Trinity Buress arranged a
‘Trunk or Treat’ event to provide some relief for
the residents.
8. Council member Kim Douglass coordinated
getting available generators to where they were
needed.
9. We increased checking on the sewer pumping
stations throughout the city as the generators in
each were now the primary source of power.
10. We had PG&E move the Customer Response
Center from Lincoln where there were no outages to Colfax (for event #5). They had lights, a
heated tent, about 30 charging stations, hot coffee, and some snacks ready to go. It was located
behind the Freight Depot on Main St.
11. We are looking into the costs and potential
sources of funding to see if it is possible to have
a local 10MW generator to power up the entire
city during future blackout events.
12. Marnie is focusing on another effort called
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team)
– to get Colfax volunteers trained on disaster
preparedness and propagate this along the I-80
corridor from north of Auburn to Truckee.
13. We are in the process of trying to get Colfax’s power line hardening schedule moved up
to minimize the impacts to Colfax and the surrounding area when blackouts occur. This is
budgeted in PG&E’s 10-year plan and we would
like it moved into the near future.
14. We have met with many county and other
city ofﬁcials to pool thoughts and ideas on how
to address future blackouts.
15. We are in the process of sending out a
survey to all residents and businesses to get an
accurate assessment of the losses. Part of our
goal is to try to get some recovery for these losses
or at least make the County and State aware.
When you get the survey you will need to clearly
identify all of your losses from these events. You
may want to ﬁle a claim with PG&E, which will
probably be denied but provides another piece
of documentation of the loss. You can save this
information to give to your tax professional at the
end of the year.
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PCSO Deputy Manny Temorez Honored

Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

At their November 13th meeting, the City Council honored Deputy Manny Temorez for outstanding service to the greater Colfax community.
A proclamation noted the Council’s appreciation
for Temorez’ proactive approach to law enforcement as well as his comitment to the safety of the
entire community.
L-R in the photo are City Attorney Mick Cabral,
City Manager Wes Heathcock, Mayor Joe Fatula,
Councilmember Trinity Burruss, Sheriff Department Deputy Manny Temorez, Councilmember
Kim Douglass, Councilmember Sean Lomen.
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FIREPLACE SAFETY
Winter is here and many of us
are enjoying our ﬁreplaces.
Directenergy.com recommends
the following steps to ensure a
safe and warm winter.
• Don’t use chemicals. Fire
and chemicals don’t mix! Never
use gasoline, kerosene, or charcoal starter. Don’t burn painted,
pressure-treated, or plywood.
These can give off a whole slew
of toxic chemicals that could
enter your living space.
• Avoid using wet, rotten,
diseased, or moldy wood. Only
start ﬁres with dry kindling,
newspaper, or pinecones. Pinecones contain natural resins
that burn quickly and are hot
enough to ignite ﬁrewood. Dry
wood also burns more completely than wet.
• Check the moisture content.
Moisture content determines
how much creosote will form
in your chimney. Use wood
that has been seasoned for 12
months and has a moisture content of less than 20%. Firewood
moisture meters are available
from most home centers.
• Only use local ﬁrewood.
This prevents the spread of tree
diseases and insect pests to your
neighborhood. The emerald ash
borer has killed 50 million ash
trees in the US just by being
moved around in ﬁrewood.
• Store your wood properly.
When you buy ﬁrewood, store
it for use next year. That way,
you can be sure it’s properly
dried. Store your freshly cut
and stacked ﬁrewood off the
ground. Keep it covered on top
but leave the side open for air
to circulate.
continued on page 7

Is It Soup Yet?

For those attending the Colfax Winterfest Celebration
on December 14, the Colfax Soroptimist Club will be
serving you all-you-can-eat soups and garlic bread at the
Sierra Vista Center from 4:00 to 6:30. The serving times
are designed to allow diners to get ready to view the Lions Light Parade and Fireworks.
Soups will include the now famous Soroptimist Clam
Chowder as well as chili and a wide variety of other
soup options. Tickets for the event are $10 for adults, $8
for youths ages 6-17 and children under 5 are free. Tickets are available at the door as well as pre-sale available
at Lighthouse Realty and the Colfax Corner Market.
Proceeds from the event will support a wide variety
of community projects including recognition of Colfax
High School Students of the Month, graduation honors
at Colfax Elementary School, Alta/Dutch Flat Elementary
School and Colfax High School. In addition, Colfax Soroptimists provide a wide array of scholarships for community women and girls.
Pictured above: Soroptimist Soup Kitchen Planners
show one of the many posters appearing around town to
publicize the upcoming event. L-R are Pam Rex-Small,
Dale Shuttleworth, Kim Johnson and Nikki Ahrens.
Photo by Alan Shuttleworth
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New Brand from page 1

Watch for digital billboards
on I-80 Eastbound for the ﬁrst
representation of this new
brand. “We anticipate seeing
signs installed in various places
in town to aid with way-ﬁnding
and discovering and exploring
Colfax.” notes Ken Teichmann
of Solace Graphics.
“We are excited to move forward with a uniﬁed look and
feel what we think represents
both our past and our future.
This new brand is in alignment
with economic development
goals.” noted City Manager,
Wes Heathcock.
Pamela Biery of Thumbler
Agency observes, “Every so often, we have chance as professionals to get to know and work
with a community. It has been
a pleasure to see how everyone
contributed to Colfax’s identity
and how this project took on
the spirit of this town.”
Colfax is currently experiencing a growth trend with a new
roundabout for improved trafﬁc
ﬂow, a new hotel in the works,
Colfax Theatre is open and several housing developments are
under construction.
The new brand is intended to
better direct I-80 travellers to
Colfax.

The Colfax City Council
meets just once in
December on
Wednesday, Dec. 11,
6:00 p.m. at City Hall

The City of Colfax has completed a rebranding project
to establish Colfax as a destination to explore, adventure
and relive history. The new
brand is focused on economic development and bringing
new visitors to Colfax. Work

was conducted with public
input through City, Community and government representatives with the guidance
of Nevada County ﬁrms,
Solace Graphics and
Thumbler Agency.
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More Invasive Aedes aegypti Mosquitos Found In Placer County
By wstockwin@hughes.net
Following the discovery of two
more invasive Aedes aegypti
mosquitos in Placer County, the
Placer Mosquito Vector Control
District board of trustees unanimously approved increased
funding to meet this serious
public safety threat.
Aedes aegypti is a vector for
Yellow Fever and the Zika Virus.
The two latest discoveries
occurred Oct. 30 and Nov. 1,
just across the line from Citrus
Heights close to where the ﬁrst
two were found. This makes a
total of four invaders conﬁrmed.
The discoveries also prompted
the district to begin planning
a new program of surveillance
and control that will have to be

responsibilities, as well as dealing with this invasive threat.”
The plan Buettner asked the
trustees to approve included:

Aedes aegypti
added to the rest of the district’s
spring season activities.

• Creating a second Lead Vector Control Technician position
assigned to mosquito surveillance.

• Hiring up to ﬁve additional
seasonal Vector Control Assis“It creates a new dynamic in the tants.
management of our operations,”
said district manager, Joel
• Backﬁlling up to three vacant
Buettner. “Over the winter staff
Vector Control Technician posiwill develop a short-term and
tions as needed and at the dislonger-term plan to allow us to
cretion of the general manager.
meet our ongoing operational

Colfax Lions Receive Check From Grass Valley Lions

Fireplace Safety from page 4

• Choose the right wood.
Different types of wood burn
differently. Oak and other hard
woods generally burn long and
hot. Soft woods, like pine, will
burn ﬁercely hot but very fast.
If soft woods are not properly
dried, the water content in their
resins can release high amounts
of creosote.
• Keep your ﬁreplace clean.
This allows better air ﬂow and
cleaner combustion. Wood
burning ﬁreplaces emit 28 lbs.
of particulate emissions (soot
and ash) per MMBtus (1 million
BTUs) of heat output.
• Always keep a ﬁre extinguisher handy. A single spark
can start a house ﬁre, so it’s best
to be prepared.

Grass Valley Lions Club President, Michael Straight (L), presents a
check to Colfax Lions President, Rose Craighead (R). The Colfax
Lions assisted the Grass Valley Lions in their summer fundraiser at
the Grass Valley Fairgrounds. The check was an acknowledgement
of the Colfax Lions support. Photo by Paul Houck.
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Colfax Chamber of Commerce
Notes and Events
Welcome from your Colfax Area Chamber of
Commerce.
Our Coffee and Conversations on Wednesday,
November 6 had a very informative presentation
about our State of Emergency for Colfax. Mayor
Joe Fatula explained what ‘state of emergency’
meant and why it was declared by the City. Mayor Pro-Tem Marnie Mendoza also added how
the City was helping our many businesses and
residents for future shut downs. Many questions
and concerns were answered about how we can
better prepare for the next outage.
Coffee and Conversation meets the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. Our next meeting will be
December 4th at 8:00 a.m. at the Chamber ofﬁce
in the historic train depot.
Kristin Pujol and her staff with Rebel Health
hosted a very lively and fun mixer on Friday,
November 15. Great music, food, rafﬂe gifts, and
a packed house provided for a very entertaining
evening. No one wanted to leave this event.
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ning. Santa and Mrs. Clause will be at the Colfax
Theater.
Store front window painting contest is being
sponsored by the Sierra Vista Community Center.
A Christmas tree lighting will take place at 4:45
p.m. by the Train Depot. The crowning of “Miss
Winterfest” is scheduled for late afternoon.
Burn barrels will be providing an evening glow
and warmth for all.
The Lions sponsored Light Parade will begin at
7:00 p.m. and travel through downtown Colfax.
Following the parade will be a spectacular ﬁreworks display accompanied by music.
Please come out and enjoy the day and into the
evening and celebrate Winterfest. It will be a
great time for everyone!!
Please visit our Web site: www.Colfaxchamber.
com for more information and future event listings. We welcome you to stop by your Chamber/
Visitor Center and The Colfax Heritage Museum,
99 South Railroad St. in Colfax.
Tim Ryan

On Saturday, December 14 your Colfax Area
Chamber of Commerce will be presenting Winterfest starting at noon and running to 8:00 p.m.
This event has been a long tradition in Colfax
celebrating the winter holidays and is a great
family event, free to all, in downtown Colfax.
Winterfest goes on rain or shine or snow!
The Lionesses will be having a coat drive and
Christmas project beginning at 9:00 a.m. at Sierra
Vista Community Center. The Soroptimist organization will be providing their always fantastic
Soup Kitchen, from 4:00-6:30 p.m. at Sierra Vista
Community Center.
More than 50 vendors will be ﬁlling Main Street
and Railroad Street with food, snacks and
desserts, arts and crafts, jewelry, home essentials
and so much more.
Caroling, live Nativity Scene, winter wonderland,
dance performances and other entertainment will
be going on throughout the day and into the eve-

Send articles and events notices
to wstockwin@hughes.net,
or leave them at City Hall
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Christmas Boutique at
Colfax United
Methodist Church
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Colfax City Council Honors Myrtle Findley

Colfax United Methodist is
holding its 6th Annual
Christmas Boutique Sat,
Dec. 7, 9 am – 3 pm.
Now is the time to start your
Christmas shopping in the
friendly Christmas
atmosphere of the
Methodist Church, 59 West
Church Street.
There will be various returning and new vendor tables
offering handmade craft
items, edible delectables,
and the bonus of a delicious
luncheon as you peruse the
assorted offerings.
So put Dec 7, 9:00 a.m.
– 3:00 p.m. on your calendar.
You’ll be glad you did! For
more information about the
Boutique, call Ruth,
346-8684.

Library Hours
10 Church St.
Wed.– Sat.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed
Sunday & Monday
Main Desk
530-346-8211

Myrtle Findley poses with four city council members. Photo by
Alan Shuttleworth
Myrtle Findley, who recently
celebrated her 100th birthday,
was honored by the city council
with a proclamation at its
November 13 meeting.
A Colfax resident for 46 years,
Myrtle has served as president

of the Colfax Area Historical
Society, Chairman of the City of
Colfax Design Review Board,
member of the Colfax Chamber
of Commerce, and of the Colfax Historic Downtown Street
Improvement Committee.

Colfax Library
Book Club
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Churches
Colfax Assembly of God Community
Fellowship
252 Culver St., Colfax, CA 95713
Email: colfaxaog@gmail.com
Website: http://www.colfaxagca.org/
Colfax Baptist Church
24850 Ben Taylor Rd., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8110
Email: pastorgaryhoward@yahoo.com
Website: http://colfaxbaptist.com/
Colfax United Methodist Church
59 W. Church St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2267
Website: https://www.colfaxumc.org/
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses
944 Canyon Way, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2525
Website: https://www.jw.org/en/
St. Dominic’s Catholic Church
589 E. Oak St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2286
Website: https://www.scd.org/parish/
st-dominic-parish-colfax
Seventh Day Adventist
454 Scholtz Ave., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8844
Website: https://www.colfaxsdachurch.com
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints
1875 S. Auburn St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7702
Website: https://www.lds.org/
Social Organizations
American Legion Post 192
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-9433
Website: http://norwellpost192.org
Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce
99 S. Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8888
Website: http://colfaxchamber.com

Colfax Area Historical Society
Archives: PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713
Museum 99 Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8599
Website: https://colfaxhistory.org
Colfax Garden Club
PO Box 1801, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7474
Website: http://californiagardenclubs.com/content/colfax-garden-club
Colfax Lions Club
PO Box 664, Colfax, CA 95713
530-477-2533
Website: https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/colfaxca
Gold Country Lionesses
PO Box 1852, Colfax, CA 95713
Illinoistown Clay-Mason Lodge #51 of Colfax
14 N. Main St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-6627
Website: http://lodge51.freemason.org
Salvation Army Service Unit
320 S. Canyon Way, Ste.A, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2722
Sierra Vista Artists
55 School St., Rm. C-4, Colfax, CA 95713
530-320-0433
Sierra Vista Center
55 School St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8726
Website: https://sierravistacolfax.wordpress.com
Soroptimist International of Colfax
PO Box 475, Colfax, CA 95713
530-637-4878
VFW Post 2003
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7768
https://www.colfaxveterans.org/vfw.html

December 2019
1. Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
Yoga at SVC, 4:00-5:30 p.m. SVC
2. Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Colfax Elementary
Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
3. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
4. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
5. Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
6. Nevada County Food Bank, 10:00–11:30 a.m. SVC
7. Power Flow Yoga, 9:00 a.m. SVC
8. Pancake Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
Yoga at SVC, 4:00-5:30 p.m. SVC
9. Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Colfax Elementary
Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
10. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
11. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
12. Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
13. Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
14. Colfax WinterFest, Noon-8:00 p.m.
Downtown Colfax
Soroptimist Soup Kitchen, 4:00-6:30 p.m. SVC

WINTERFEST 2019!

15. Yoga at SVC, 4:00-5:30 p.m. SVC
16. Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Colfax Elementary
Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
17. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
18. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
19. American Legion Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
20. Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC

Game Night at Lumenaris, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
21. Flea Market, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. SVC
Bingo, 6:15-9:00 p.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
22. Colfax Food Train, 1:00 p.m. SVC
23. Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Colfax Elementary
Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
24. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
Christmas Eve Services – 3:00-4:00 p.m., Placer
Hills Community Methodist Church; 4:30-5:30
p.m. Dutch Flat Methodist Church;
6:00-7:00 p.m. Colfax Methodist Church
25. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
26. Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC
27. Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
29. Yoga at SVC, 4:00-5:30 p.m. SVC
30. Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Colfax Elementary
Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
31. Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
Karate, 5:30-6:30 p.m. SVC

January 2020
1. New Years Day, 2020
3. Nevada County Food Bank,
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. SVC
5. Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
8. City Council meeting, 6:00 p.m. City Hall
12. Pancake Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
16. American Legion Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
18. Flea Market, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. SVC
Bingo, 6:15-9:00 p.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
19. Colfax Food Train, 1 p.m. SVC
22. City Council meeting, 6:00 p.m. City Hall
25. Sober Grad Night Fundraiser, 5p.m.
Colfax High School

Events Notices
Please contact Will Stockwin at
wstockwin@hughes.net with notices
of your upcoming events in the coming
months so they can be included in the
Colfax Connections Calendar of Events.
Notices can also be left at City Hall.

