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Marnie Mendoza
Takes Mayor’s Gavel 

Winterfest Brings Santa Claus To Colfax

By wstockwin@hughes.net

At 2019’s last city council 
meeting on Dec. 11, Mayor 
Joe Fatula handed his gavel to 
Mayor Pro-Tem Marnie Men-
doza after a 5-0 vote in favor of 
her becoming the new Mayor 
of Colfax. Sean Lomen received 
the same unanimous support to 
become the city’s Mayor Pro-
Tem.

Mayor Mendoza was elected to 
office in 2018, and has served
two terms as Mayor Pro-Tem. 
Lomen was also elected in 2018 
and is entering his second year 
in office.

In other council business:
   • The council unanimously 
authorized the city manager to 
enter into a one-year contract 
with Solace Graphics/Thumbler 
with an option for a second 
year for $12,440. The contract 
will be phase two of a rebrand-
ing effort that will develop a 
marketing campaign to promote 
the city and surrounding area 
via its new brand. (see related 
story on page 10)
   • The council voted unani-
mously to allow the storage 
of antique fire trucks on city
property. A previous council 
had donated a 1936 Dodge and 
1946 International fire engines
to the Colfax Firefighter Associ-

   The Colfax Lions Club has just 
shipped its second batch of 250 
reading glasses to the North-
ern Madagascar one of the ten 
poorest countries in the world 
in 2019 according to USA 
Today.
  Lions Clubs around the world 
are committed to assisting those 
individuals needing to improve 
their personal vision.  As a 
result, Lions are involved with a 
multitude of specific programs
to address that goal.   
  One such venture is the Fol-
som Prison Vision Project for 
the Visually Impaired.   Thou-
sands of used eyeglasses are 
refurbished annually by skilled 

inmates at Folsom Prison, 
cataloged and shipped by Lions 
Clubs to needy people around 
the globe.   
  The Colfax Lions have long 
been financial and used eye-
glass donors to the Folsom Vi-
sion Project.  The Colfax Lions 
find inspiration in their visits
to the prison project and are 
initiating a more robust, inter-
national effort to improve the 
sight of hundreds of eyeglass 
recipients.
  Dr. Worrall and his wife, 
Rozlynn, are veteran world 
travelers and have been the 
Colfax connection for dona-

Colfax Lions Donate Hundreds of Reading 
Glasses to Northern Madagascar

Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

     continued on page 2    continued on page 6
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The Mayor’s Corner
                   

                     by Marnie Mendoza

ation (CFA) with the stipulation that the vehicles 
be removed from city property within 60 days. 
That hasn’t happened because the CFA hasn’t 
been able to find affordable alternative storage.
The agreement allows continued storage of the 
vehicles on city property as long as space is 
available, and the city and fire trucks are insured
for liability and limited operation as showpieces.
   • The council approved a contract not to ex-
ceed $16,000 for the exterior re-painting of the 
depot and city hall. 

Cannabis public workshop, 12/11/19

The entire council was present at two-hour pub-
lic cannabis workshop at city hall on the morn-
ing of December 11. The city manager and city 
attorney were also on hand, as was Jim Dion, the 
city’s only current medical cannabis retailer. The 
workshop closed following unanimous con-
sensus by the council to continue working with 
SCI Consulting group via a one-year, $25,000 
contract to review the city’s current cannabis 
ordinance and conduct a regulatory fee study 
that will include recovery of all costs to the city. 
The SCI representative at the workshop estimated 
having something for the council to review by 
late Spring 2020.

The city’s new broadcast system

The December 11 city council meeting also 
debuted a new broadcast and recording system 
that city manager Wes Heathcock said has been 
under development for six months. He said the 
hardware and installation was purchased for 
$4,000. The contract with BoxCast, a live video 
streaming service, to send council meeting video 
to YouTube.com and to the city’s Web site at 
colfax-ca.gov will cost the city $1,200 a year. 
The two-camera system will also allow viewers at 
home to see any Power Point screen presentation 
being given in the council chambers. The system 
will allow archiving council meeting video on 
BoxCast for 90 days and indefinitely on YouTube.

I thank my colleagues on the city council for 
unanimously voting for me as mayor for 2020. 

The year 2020 is also the 100th Year celebration 
of women being given the right to vote via the 
19th Amendment to The Constitution, passed by 
Congress June 4, 1919, and ratified on August
18, 1920.

My focus during my year as mayor will include: 

• Increasing the safety of our citizens during 
emergencies by creating Community Emergency 
Response Teams (CERT) to assist fire and law en-
forcement first responders.
                                   
• Funding our city’s youth activities with collab-
orative partnership programs.

• Continuing the city’s current effort to improve 
and repair our streets and other critical infrastruc-
ture.

I am excited to serve with the great team we have 
on this city council. We are all dedicated to serv-
ing Colfax citizens, and committed to improving 
our community.  We have a broad range of expe-
rience and expertise on this council and we will 
utilize these strengths for the benefit of Colfax.

Colfax City Council
Regular Meeting Schedule

January 8 & 22
February 12 & 26

All meetings start at 6 p.m.
in the council chambers at 
City Hall, 33 S. Main St.

City Council from page 1

Send articles and events notices 
to wstockwin@hughes.net, 
or leave them at City Hall
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Colfax Chamber of Commerce 
Notes and Events

Your Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce ended 
2019 with our Coffee and Conversation meeting 
on December 4th with a discussion about the 
coming of winter weather and how we were all 
preparing and prepping our businesses, the pos-
sibility of road closures, power outages, assist-
ing others in need, and having the patience and 
guidance to help one another.

Chris Nave with the California Highway Patrol, 
gave an excellent presentation on how to handle 
the changing road conditions during our winter 
months. As in the past, our business members 
had many helpful suggestions and solutions to 
our questions and concerns.

Coffee and Conversation meetings are held the 
first Wednesday morning of each month. Our
next meeting will be held Wednesday, January 8, 
from 8:00-9:30 AM at the Colfax Area Chamber 
of Commerce office, 99 Railroad St. Colfax.

Winterfest 2019 was a fantastic event to 
celebrate the holiday season. The day kicked off 
with the Gold Country Lioness Club hosting their 
annual Coat Drive, and the Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Colfax presented their annual Colfax 
Christmas Project.

Later in the day, the Soroptimist International of 
Colfax sponsored the 32nd annual, Old 
Fashioned Soup Kitchen. These events were held 
at the Sierra Vista Community Center with an-
other great turnout helping so many of our com-
munity citizens and families.

Beginning at noon and continuing into the eve-
ning, the historic downtown streets were filled
with craft and food vendors. Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus and their elves could be seen at the 
Colfax Theater presented by The Colfax Friends of 
the Library.

The lighting of the city’s christmas tree was at-
tended by past and current mayors, council 
members, city manager and staff along with an 
excited crowd. The American Legion Colfax Post 
192 and VFW Post 2003 conducted a flag burn-
ing ceremony.

The Caboose was open for all to enjoy and take a 
look back in history, and the gazebo in Roy Toms 
Plaza was the site of Colfax Baptist Church man-
ger scene, Brass Ensemble, and Caroling. Every-
one enjoyed the music, scene, and the warmth of 
the burn barrels provided by Jim Bowers.

There was also an entertaining performance by 
the Colla Voce Children’s Choir directed by Anne 
Vaaler, and dancers from Rebel Health performed 
beautifully for the crowd. Ambitions Performing 
Arts presented by Jessica Daye, was another high-
light of Winterfest. Olivia DePaul of Colfax was 
crowned Miss Winterfest 2019. 

The Colfax Lions Club, with the direction of Fred 
Abbott, had the best Parade of Lights ever. Trucks, 
quads, classic vehicles, motorcycles, marching 
band, emergency vehicles, and so much more 
entertained the crowds lining the streets of Col-
fax. The lighting and decorations were so colorful 
and decorative. A lot of work went into all of the 
preparations and was greatly appreciated by all.

The fireworks display presented by J&M Displays
immediately followed the parade, and was ac-
companied by music keeping beat to the show 
making for a fantastic and exciting spectacle.

We thank all the volunteers who helped put the 
event together and we wish all who attended 
Winterfest 2019 Happy Holidays and a Happy 
New Year! We look forward to working with you 
in 2020.

Tim Ryan
CACC President
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tions abroad.  He is a former 
Professor of Optometry at UC 
Berkeley and private practitio-
ner in Colfax for 30 years, she 
is a retired teacher and former 
administrator at the California 
Department of Education.
  After retiring 10 years ago, the 
Worralls began an around the 
world adventure by sailing their 
sailboat from San Francisco to 
Australia, and then continuing 
around the world by train, bus, 
and plane returning to San Fran-
cisco in 2015.  
  To date, they have visited 
nearly 90 countries, volun-
teered their skills and donated 
eyeglasses and school supplies 
in needy regions around the 
world.  They are also active 
members of SERVAS and Friend-
ship Force International that 
strive to build peace through 
understanding and friendship.
  On a recent trip to Mada-
gascar the Worralls went on a 
private National Geographic 
Expedition.  Their guide, Floris, 
and driver were local Malagasy 
from Northern Madagascar.
  Floris is a public school teach-
er who supplements his income 
by guiding National Geographic 
tours.  The Worralls, who are 
used to bringing modest sup-
plies of reading glasses and 
school supplies to developing 
and needy countries, asked 
their guide if there would be an 
opportunity to personally dis-
tribute the glasses. 
  The answer was a resounding 
yes and it was quickly appar-
ent that the need was a million 
times greater than the supplies 
the Worralls had on hand.  
  Upon return to the United 
States, the Worralls prepared a 
package of 250 pairs of read-

ing glasses from the Folsom 
Vision Project and 200 sets of 
pens and pencils to ship back 
to Floris in Madagascar. The 
Colfax Lions paid the expensive 
postage and handling fee for the 
small precious package.  It took 
two months for the package to 
make it back to Madagascar.  
   In addition to a heartfelt 
“thank-you” to the Worralls and 
the Colfax Lions Club, Floris 
included a handwritten list and 
several photos of the specific
individuals who had received 
glasses or school supplies.   
   A second package was pre-
pared by the Colfax Lions Club 
and of this writing, is en route 
to Madagascar.  In addition to 
more reading glasses, school 
supplies and an American flag,
two pairs of prescription glasses 
were donated by Foreman Eye 
Care in Auburn.   As a small 
“thank-you” to Floris, the Wor-
ralls sent him a laser pointer 
so that he could locate local 
lemurs at night for tour clients, 
and a small solar light so that 
he can read at night with his 
reading glasses.

The Colfax Lions are indebted 
to the Worralls for heading up 
this heartwarming connection 
between Colfax and 
Madagascar.

Above - Colfax Lions Club President, Rose Craighead, and Colfax 
Lion, Russ Worrall, preparing a shipment of glasses and school 
supplies. Photo by Alan Shuttleworth. 

Below – A Madagasgar 
resident repairing his fishing
net with the help of his new 
reading glasses donated to 
him by the Colfax Lions Club. 
Photo courtesy of Roz Worrall.

Worrall continued from page 1
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Colfax Lions Serve Thanksgiving Dinner

  The Colfax Lions hosted its 54th annual 
Community Thanksgiving dinner on November 
27 at The Sierra Vista Community Center. Event 
Chair, Dan Zendner, said, “This is truly a whole 
town event.  Local businesses, High School Leos 
Clubbers, Lionesses and Lions worked side-by-
side to make this a gratifying experience.”
  Zendner offered special thanks to MarVal Su-
permarket for donating all the turkey and ham 
that was served, the Lioness Club for sponsoring 
the table decorations and arranging the indi-
vidual table settings and the Colfax High Leos for 
helping with table set up, food  preparation, serv-
ing and the eventual table removal and clean up.  
Zendner said, “Seeing a huge number of 
Colfax neighbors sharing a meal is something 
that warms your heart.”
  Colfax High Leos Club volunteers included: 
Shanti Brodnick, Bailey Cole, Megan Towne, Ben 
Schwartz, Autumn Rhodes, Noah Pierce, Matt 
Schmitt, Megan Kiser and Kaden Tomlin.

Above – Concerns over bad weather affecting 
turnout were unfounded and the serving line 
was busy all night, dishing up 185 meals at the 
Community center and 90 more that were 
delivered to local residences. At right – 
Three-year-old Emily McCully attests to the fact 
that everything on the menu was tasty!

Photos by Alan Shuttleworth
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Colfax Turns Out For WinterFest 2019

Top – Waiting for the parade on Main St.
Above – The Ophir Hill Fire Department from 
Nevada County made sure that Colfax could see 
them coming!
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Top left – Tiffany Rambler’s 1st Place “Wolves 
Window“ at Gold Country Tattoo.
Above – Adults and children take a train ride 
through all of the Winterfest activities.

All Photos by
Alan

Shuttleworth
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The City of Colfax has up-
dated its brand to better reflect
both the history and growth of 
this historic Gold Rush town. 
Known for its namesake, 
Schuyler Colfax, the city still 
has the heart of a railroad town, 
but is also surrounded by places 
for outdoor exploration and fea-
tures living history events, such 
as its Annual Railroad Days, 
Third of July and Winterfest.

The new brand was established 
with the input of City, com-
munity and local government 
representatives along with 
public input. Solace Graphics 
and Thumbler Agency worked 
with committee members to 
brand Colfax’s efforts as it 
grows and adds new businesses 
throughout the years. Watch for 
digital billboards (seen below) 
on Highway 80 Eastbound for 
the first representation of this
new brand. “We look forward 
to seeing signs installed in vari-
ous places in town to aid with 
way-finding and discovering
this hidden treasure.” notes Ken 
Teichmann of Solace Graphics.

Colfax is currently experienc-
ing a growth trend with a new 
round-about for improved 
traffic flow, a new hotel in the
works, Colfax Theatre open and 
several housing developments 
under construction. It’s annual 

events, such as Railroad Days 
and the Third of July are seeing 
increased attendance as people 
discover this slice of Gold Rush-
life minutes from Highway 80, 
some 50 minutes east of Sac-
ramento and 25 miles west of 
Truckee. The new brand invites 
visitors to explore the charms 
of Colfax and the greater Colfax 
recreational resources.

“We are excited to move for-
ward with a unified look and
feel that we think represents 
both our past and our future.” 
noted City Manager, Wes 
Heathcock. Pamela Biery of 

Thumbler Agency observes, “Ev-
ery so often, we have chance 
as professionals to get to know 
and work with a community. It 
has been a pleasure to see how 
everyone contributed to Colfax’s 
identity and how this project 
took on the spirit of this town.”

Stop by the Chamber of Com-
merce office to learn about
great hiking destinations like the 
Stevens Trail and Windy Point 
as well as mountain biking trails 
and nearby places to fish and
boat at local rivers, lakes and 
streams.

From left to right: City council members Sean Lomen, Kim Doug-
lass, Marnie Mendoza, Joe Fatula, Colfax Chamber of Commerce 
President Tim Ryan, Colfax City Manager Wes Heathcock, Coun-
cil member Trinity Burruss, Ken Teichmann - Solace Graphics and 
Pamela Biery - Thumbler.net.  Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

Colfax Rolls Out The City’s New Marketing Brand
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Aerial view of the 
Colfax Roundabout, 
built and finished on

time and under budget 
in 2019. Photo by 

Chris Slack
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Soroptimists Serve Up Soup and Good Cheer To End 2019 

There was a full house as over 200 locals enjoyed delicious soup with friends and family.

Above – Applegate residents Shandon and David Schmeiske 
enjoying their soup.
Left – The Smith family from Granite Bay in line for soup.
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The Colfax Soroptimist Club provided food vouchers to needy families.  A stuffed animal also 
accompanied the vouchers.   L-R is Sonya Conklin, Dale Shuttleworth, Pam Rex-Small, Linda Miller, 
Cindy Ray, Debbie Flut and Melody Harrison.   

Right – The Colfax Lioness Coats Project is 
displayed by L-R Sherri Peterson, Amanda 
Klein-Club President and Sharon 
Connors

Left – Sierra Self Storage presented a check 
as their recognition of the community service 
projects sponsored by Soroptimists.  L-R are 
Sierra Self Storage staffers, Brittni Lunds, 
Soroptimist President Janis Quinn and Pam 
Briscow.

All Photos by Alan Shuttleworth



14                                                                                              Colfax Connections,  January  2020



Colfax Connections,  January  2020                                                                                                15

Churches

Colfax Assembly of God Community
Fellowship
252 Culver St., Colfax, CA 95713
Email: colfaxaog@gmail.com
Website: http://www.colfaxagca.org/

Colfax Baptist Church
24850 Ben Taylor Rd., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8110
Email: pastorgaryhoward@yahoo.com
Website: http://colfaxbaptist.com/

Colfax United Methodist Church
59 W. Church St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2267
Website: https://www.colfaxumc.org/

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses
944 Canyon Way, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2525
Website: https://www.jw.org/en/

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church
589 E. Oak St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2286
Website: https://www.scd.org/parish/
st-dominic-parish-colfax

Seventh Day Adventist
454 Scholtz Ave., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8844
Website: https://www.colfaxsdachurch.com

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
1875 S. Auburn St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7702
Website: https://www.lds.org/

Social Organizations
American Legion Post 192
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-9433
Website: http://norwellpost192.org

Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce
99 S. Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8888
Website: http://colfaxchamber.com

Colfax Area Historical Society
Archives: PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713
Museum 99 Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8599
Website: https://colfaxhistory.org

Colfax Garden Club
PO Box 1801, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7474
Website: http://californiagardenclubs.com/con-
tent/colfax-garden-club

Colfax Lions Club
PO Box 664, Colfax, CA 95713
530-477-2533
Website: https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/col-
faxca

Gold Country Lionesses
PO Box 1852, Colfax, CA 95713

Illinoistown Clay-Mason Lodge #51 of Colfax
14 N. Main St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-6627
Website: http://lodge51.freemason.org

Salvation Army Service Unit
320 S. Canyon Way, Ste.A, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2722

Sierra Vista Artists
55 School St., Rm. C-4, Colfax, CA 95713
530-320-0433

Sierra Vista Center 
55 School St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8726
Website: https://sierravistacolfax.wordpress.com

Soroptimist International of Colfax
PO Box 475, Colfax, CA 95713
530-637-4878

VFW Post 2003
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7768
https://www.colfaxveterans.org/vfw.html



January 2020

1 – New Years Day, 2020
      Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
      Good News Club, 1:30-3:00 p.m. Colfax
      Elementary School, Room #5
3 – Nevada County Food Bank, 
     10:00 - 11:30 a.m. SVC
5 – Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
6 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
7 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
8 – City Council meeting, 6:00 p.m., City Hall
      Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
10 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
12 – Pancake Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
        Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
13 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
14 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
15 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
        Chat with Dist. 5 Supervisor Gustafson, 
        5:00-6:00 p.m. at City Hall, followed by    
        the Weimar, Applegate, Colfax Municipal    
        Advisory Meeting starting at 7:00 p.m.
16 – American Legion Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
        Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
17 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
18 – Flea Market, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. SVC
        Bingo, 6:15-9:00 p.m. 
        Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
19 – Colfax Food Train, 1 p.m. SVC
20 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
21 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
22 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
22 – City Council meeting, 6:00 p.m., City Hall
24 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
25 – Sober Grad Night Fundraiser, 5p.m. SVC
27 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
28 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
29 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
31 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC

Events Notices
Please contact Will Stockwin at 

wstockwin@hughes.net with notices 
of your upcoming events in the coming 
months so they can be included in the 

Colfax Connections Calendar of Events. 
Notices can also be left at City Hall.

February 2020
2 –  Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
3 –  Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
4 –  Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
5 –  Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
7 –  Nevada County Food Bank, 
       10:00 - 11:30 a.m. SVC
       Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
9 –  Pancake Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m.,
       Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
10 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
11 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

12 – City Council Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall
        Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
14 –  Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
15 – Flea Market, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. SVC
16 –  Colfax Food Train, 1 p.m. SVC
17 –  Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
18 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
19 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
20 – American Legion Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
        Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
21 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
24 – Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
25 – Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
26 – City Council Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall
        Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
28 – Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC

You can also check: 
colfaxchamber.com/calendar/ for 

more listings of regular weekly 
classes and local events.

District 5 Supervisor
Cindy Gustafson will

hold her monthly Chat on 
January 15, 5:00-6:00 p.m. at 
Colfax City Hall, followed by 

the Weimar, Applegate, Colfax
Municipal Advisory 

Committee meeting starting
at 7:00 p.m.


